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SUBJECT: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY INVITES MRS NGO BA THANH TO LECTURE 
KATHMANDU FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER 

1. MRS. NGO BA THANH' S FAMILY TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER MAY 22 
THAT SHE HAS RECEIVED A LETTER FROM MICHAEL I. SOVERN DEAN OF THE 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW INVITING HER TO LECTURE AT A 
SPECIAL SEMINAR AT COLUMBIA FROM JUNE 10 TO JUNE 29. ( MRS THANH 
RECEIVED A MASTER' S DEGREE IN COMPARATIVE LAW FROM COLUMBIA) 
THE FAMILY RECEIVED THE LETTER DATED MAY 9 LATE LAST WEEK AND 
TOOK IT TO HER AT THE POLICE HOSPITAL. THEY SAID THEY WILL GIVE 
THE EMBASSY A COPY OF HER REPLY. THEY ALSO SAID THE DEAN WROTE 
THAT HE WOULD CORRESPOND DIRECTLY WITH THE EMBASSY CONCERNING 
THE INVITATION. 

( THE EMBASSY HAS THUS FAR NOT RECEIVED ANYTHING FROM HIM.) 

2. MRS THANH' S HUSBAND AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTER VOICE HOPE THAT 
THIS INVITATION WOULD SOMEHOW PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESOLVE 
HER CASE AND PERHAPS LEAD TO HER RELEASE FROM CUSTODY. 

3. THEY WERE OBVIOUSLY WORRIED BY STATEMENTS WHICH GVN SPOKES- 
MAN BUI BAO TRUC HAS MADE DURING THE PAST TEN DAYS. IN WHICH HE 
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HAS SAID THE GVN NOW HAS PROOF OF MRS THANH' S CLOSE LIAISON WITH 
THE COMMUNISTS AND THAT THE GVN HAS DECIDED TO RELEASE HER TO THE 
COMMUNISTS. WHILE ADMITTING THAT TRUC' S STATEMENTS DO NOT 
NECESSARILY REFLECT THE GVN' S FINAL DECISION, THEY SAID THAT HOANG 
DUC NHA ( FOR WHOM TRUC WORKS) IS A POWERFUL MAN WHO COULD HAVE 
A DETERMINING INFLUENCE ON THE FINAL DECISION. THE FAMILY STATED 
THAT MRS THANH WILL NOT REPEAT NOT REQUEST CHIEU HOI STATUS IF THE 
GVN CLASSIFIED HER AS A COMMUNIST OFFENDER ANDDECIDES TO TURN HER 
OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE. 

4. MRS THANH' S HUSBAND INDICATED THAT HE IS SATISFIED WITH THE 
MEDICAL ATTENTION SHE IS RECEIVING AT THE POLICE HOSPITAL. HE SAID 
THE STAFF PHYSICIANS DISCUSS HER CONDITION AND TREATMENT OPENLY 
WITH HIM. HE NOTED THAT HER HUNGER STRIKE IS NOW IN ITS SIXTH 
WEEK AND THAT SHE HAS LOST 20 KILOGRAMS SINCE SHE ENTERED PRISON 
ALMOST TWO YEARS AGO. ACCORDING TO HIM THE POLICE HOSPITAL PHY 
SICIANS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT IF THE HUNGER STRIKE CONTINUES 
'" MUCH LONGER" IT WILL SOON BEGIN TO CAUSE SERIOUS AND IRREVERSIBLE 
DAMAGE TO HER HEALTH. ONE RESULT WILL BE CHRONIC ANEMIA. MRS 
THANH HAS TOLD HER FAMILY THAT SHE WILL " EAT AT HOME," HOWEVER 
SUGGESTING THAT HER DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE HER FAST IS UN- 
DAUNTED. 

WHITEHOUSE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
NMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 MAY 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SAIGON09055 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SAIGON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730552/aaaajpwd.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06-Dec-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <28-Dec-2001 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 980227 

Subject: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY INVITES MRS NGO BA THANH TO LECTURE KATHMANDU FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER 

TAGS: PINT, VS, PINT 

To: EA 

KATHMANDU 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




